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JACK NAGAN NAMED EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, BENAROYA RESEARCH 
INSTITUTE, VICE PRESIDENT VMMC 
 
Seattle – The Benaroya Research Institute at Virginia Mason (BRI) and Virginia Mason 
Medical Center announce the appointment of Jack Nagan, J.D., to the position of 
Executive Director, Benaroya Research Institute at Virginia Mason and Vice President 
for Research, Virginia Mason Medical Center (VMMC), effective Feb. 1.  
 
In his role as Executive Director, Nagan will be responsible for all business activities at 
BRI.  Nagan will also hold a new leadership position, VMMC VP for Research, 
responsible for overall coordination and oversight of research activities within the 
VMMC. 
 
Before coming to Virginia Mason, Nagan served as the CEO of the Northern California 
Institute for Research and Education, leading that research institute through a period of 
major growth.  Prior experience included 20 years heading legal affairs for the US 
Department of Veterans Affairs medical centers in California and other Western states. 
Nagan serves on a number of Boards and advisory councils involved with medical 
research, including the Association of Independent Research Institutes and two other 
research institutes. 
  
“What attracted me to BRI is the tremendous potential and quality of its researchers.  I 
hope to provide the resources, visibility and environment to support BRI’s new research 
on immunology and molecular genetics, and development of intellectual property.  Of 
course we will continue to focus on scientific discovery that will ultimately speed the 
delivery of medical solutions to people with arthritis, heart disease, diabetes and other 
diseases,” said Nagan.  “I’d like to raise the visibility of BRI—already well known in the 
national scientific research community—to ultimately be as well known in the Seattle 
area,” Nagan continued. 
 
BRI is a non-profit medical research foundation, founded in 1957, with sponsored 
research volume of $20 million.  Virginia Mason Medical Center is closely affiliated with 
the Benaroya Research Institute.  Founded in 1920, Virginia Mason is a non-profit 
comprehensive regional health care system that combines a primary and specialty care 
group practice of nearly 400 physicians with a 336-bed acute care Seattle hospital.  In 
addition, Virginia Mason has a network of clinics located throughout the Puget Sound 



area, and manages Bailey-Boushay House, a nursing residence and adult day health 
program for people living with HIV and AIDS.  
For more information see www.VirginiaMason.org and www.BenaroyaResearch.org. 
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